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Schedule of Speakers





6:00 – 6:10 PM	Robert Curran, Moderator - Welcome





6:10 – 6:30 PM	Senator Steve Fischmann, Keynote Speaker





6:30 – 6:50 PM	Ben Alexander, Headwaters Economics





6:50 – 7:10 PM	Ray Hatch, Former Mayor of Taft, California





7:10 – 7:30 PM	Susan Hand, Willow Canyon Outdoor Company





BREAK


7:30 – 7:40 PM





7:40 – 8:00 PM	Gill Sorg, Audubon Society





8:00 – 8:20 PM	Robert Curran, Moderator – NMWF Sportsmen’s Presentation





8:20 – 8:40 PM	Craig Roepke, Deputy Director – Interstate Stream Commission





8:40 – 9:00 PM	Question & Answer Panel Discussion
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Speakers





Bobby Curran - Sportsman


Bobby Curran was raised in Alamogordo, New Mexico and began hunting at the young age of eight.  Bobby has been employed with PNM as a journeyman lineman for the last twelve years.  He is a current member of the Sportsmen for Fish and Wildlife (SFW) and is an avid sportsman, enjoying hunting, sprint-car racing and golfing.  In 2009, Bobby traveled to Canada and killed a black bear making the Boone and Crocket record books.  He plans to travel to Africa in 2012 to hunt plains game animals.  Bobby currently resides in La Luz, New Mexico with his wife of 10 years, Dena and his 4-year old son, Tayton.





Steve Fischmann – State Senator, District 37


Senator Steve Fischmann has a bachelor's degree in political science and a master’s degree in business from UCLA.  He worked with Levi Strauss and Company for 20 years, in a broad range of capacities ranging from financial analyst, to divisional Director of Operations, to Division President.  He owned a Real Estate Brokerage before moving to New Mexico from the San Francisco Bay area in 2004.  He is currently Chair of the Science Technology and Telecommunications committee in the New Mexico legislature.





Ben Alexander – Associate Director of Headwaters Economics Institute. 


Ben Alexander is the associate director of Headwaters Economics, an independent nonprofit research group based in Montana.  He has extensive experience working with land management agencies, county commissioners, ranchers, and rural development specialists in the West.  Ben has published in the areas of collaborative land management, community development, and ranch economics.  �HYPERLINK "http://www.headwaterseconomics.org"��www.headwaterseconomics.org�.





Ray Hatch –Retired, Petroleum Industry/Education/Politics 


Ray Hatch is retired from the petroleum industry, a retired Taft College physical science professor, and past mayor of the City of Taft, California, but far from retired in his community.   Ray is currently treasurer of the Taft Chamber of Commerce and the just started Taft Community Garden.  Ray is on his second term as a member of the BLM’s Monument Advisory Committee for the Carrizo Plain National Monument and is a member of the Board of Trustees of the Friends of Carrizo Plain.  Ray is also a member of the Rotary Club of Taft and was president in the just completed 2009-10 Rotary year.  


Ray has held elected office in Taft.  He was elected to the Board of Trustees of Taft College, a two-year community college, and served from 1984 To 1997.  He was also elected to the Taft City Council and was mayor of Taft in 2003 to 2004.  Ray is married and has two children and four grandchildren who all live in Taft.








Susan Hand


A graduate of Fort Lewis College in Durango, Colorado, Susan Hand earned a bachelor of science in biology of animal behavior.  She spent 11 years with the Zoological Society of San Diego, but resigned her position as education manager of the Wild Animal Park in 1994.  That year, she moved her family to a small town in the remote high desert of southwestern Utah to open a shop that offered books, espresso, and outdoor gear.  Like most new businesses, “The Willow” struggled for it’s first couple of years.  Then something nobody had predicted happened:  President Bill Clinton used his authority under the Antiquities Act to designate 1.9 million acres of federal land adjacent to Hand’s town as the Grand-Staircase Escalante National Monument.  His proclamation sent tremors through the traditional rural settlements of the area and fostered great controversy—but also vast new economic opportunities.  Willow Canyon Outdoor Company took root, and today both Susan Hand and her business flourish in what has become a gateway community on the Colorado Plateau.





Gill M. Sorg – Las Cruces City Councillor


Councillor Sorg has a diverse background.  He holds a master’s degree in Biology and was a successful cow/calf rancher and farmer in Montana for 23 years before moving to New Mexico in 1998.  Since then he worked as a biological surveyor and conducted general vegetative surveys in the Gila NF, and around the state of NM.  He assisted in writing biological reports, biological assessments, and environmental impact statements (all NEPA – National Environmental Policy Act) and also did the T and E, Migratory Bird Nesting surveying of the Spaceport America (2009) before construction began.  He has been an Audubon Society member since 2001, served as president of the Mesilla Valley Audubon Chapter and is now vice-president of the New Mexico Audubon Council.  He was elected to the Las Cruces City Council in November of 2009.





Craig S. Roepke – Deputy Director, Interstate Stream Commission 


Craig Roepke was born in Florida but moved within the month – too much water.  He has worked as a carpenter, a commercial fisherman, and as a researcher at Sandia National Labs.  He has a B.A. in English with a concentration in Theater of the Absurd and a master’s degree in hydrology from New Mexico Tech.  He’s not sure which degree helps most in his current position as deputy director of the Interstate Stream Commission.














